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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BROTHER JIM!
This last Sunday in November is also the First Sunday of
Advent. We are delighted that you have come to worship.
Let us now begin to spiritually prepare ourselves for the
celebration of Christ’s birth.
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

We are happy to welcome
the Smith Family - Tripp,
Erin, Frankie and Larkin.
Tripp and Erin come to us
from other denominations
and both the boys were
baptized as infants. Erin is
a speech therapist with
Kid’s Therapy and Tripp is
a pharmacist. We are so
pleased to have this family
among us. Please take a moment to introduce yourselves
and make them feel welcome.

OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP
First Sunday of Advent
The Messsage of Hope
Gathering

Chiming of the Trinity
Welcome
Prelude

Noel XII

People Look East

*Call to Worship (Hanging of the Green Liturgy)

Daquin

arr. Wood

How shall we prepare this house for the coming of the King?
With branches of cedar, the tree of royalty.
How shall we prepare this house for the coming of the eternal
Christ?
With garlands of pine and fir, whose leaves are ever living,
ever green.
How shall we prepare this house for the coming of the Savior?
With wreaths of holly and ivy, telling of his passion, death,
and resurrection.
How shall we prepare our hearts for the coming of the Son of
God?
By hearing again the words of the prophets, who foretold
the saving work of God.
*Opening Advent Carol #202

People Look East

Lighting of the Advent Candle - Hope
8:40 Brian, Donna & Wade Sims
11:00 Gus, Caroleen, Sam & Julia Eifling
Advent Reading
God’s Promise of Hope from Isaiah

ONE: One day we will arrive. One day our hearts will catch sight
of the mountain of the LORD.
ALL: LORD, we want to go there! O God, we long to be in
your presence and walk in your ways.
ONE: Let’s go! All together, let’s make that journey to the mountain of God.

ALL: Sisters and brothers, friends and strangers, let us
travel together. Surely we will get there.
ONE: Let the dream of that holy mountain give you courage
and strength as we go.
ALL: Let us journey together in the light of the LORD!
Sung Response

Baugh

Hope, Peace, Joy and Love

Hope, Peace, Joy and Love! These are gifts You bring
from above. Jesus, Emmanuel, come to be light of Your
hope, reflected in me.
*Greeting

A Time Mostly for Children
Anthem

Blessed Is the Lord (Benedictus)

Morning Prayer / The Lord’s Prayer
Offertory Advent Carol #203
Offertory Prayer
Offertory Solo

*Advent Doxology
Flow

C. Nockels

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings

Sermon

Matthew 24:36-44
Heads Up!

Sharing in Holy Communion
*Our Carol in Carol #230

*Postlude

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed

Advent Hymn

Gospel Lesson

*Benediction

Dan Forrest

O Little Town of Bethlehem
(v. 1,3,4)

God Rest Ye, Merry Gentlemen

LEADING IN WORSHIP

arr. Held

Pastor: Jim Genesse, Charlie Harper
Assisting: Joey Wilkinson, Genny Fischer
Musicians: Michaelle Harrison, Chancel Choir
Acolytes: 8:40 Caroline & Maggie Crosland
11:00 Julia Eifling, Lila Kate Everitt

11:00 WORSHIP AT CONNECTION 11/27
Rev. Charlie Harper
Isaiah 11:1-3
“Advent and the Family Story of Jesus”

THIS WEDNESDAY - NOVEMBER 30

Join us for this year’s Advent Festival and Pancake
Supper held this year on Wednesday, November 30
from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. Everyone is invited to an
evening of fun and fellowship. For a donation of any
amount that will benefit summer youth scholarships,
you may enjoy a delicious pancake supper with all the
trimmings. There will be arts and crafts and kids can
have their pictures made with Santa. Then they can
do their own Christmas shopping for those on their
lists at the Gingerbread Store where all gifts are $1.
It’s a great evening to be together!
Beautiful Worship Experiences during Advent
Advent 1 - Sunday, November 27 HOPE
Chancel Choir and Joey Wilkinson

Advent 2 - Sunday, December 4 PEACE
Handbell Choir and Brass Ensemble
Advent 3 - Sunday, December 11 JOY
Chancel Choir and Guest String Musicians
EMMANUEL Joy Has Dawned

Advent 4 - Sunday, December 18 LOVE
Ladies’ and Men's Ensembles
Christmas Eve - Saturday, December 24
Michaelle Harrison, Brass, and Special Soloists
Carols, Candlelight and Communion
Christmas Day - Sunday, December 25
Grand and Glorious Christmas Carols
Michaelle Harrison

THE CANDLETREE IS UP

Our Candletree is now up in the fellowship hall loaded with
“candles” containing needs and wishes for our adopted
families this Christmas. Feel free to take one or more as
you desire to purchase these gifts. We ask that you return
your gift wrapped with the candle attached so that we will
know the family the gift goes to. Gifts need to be purchased and returned to the church by Sunday, December
11. Don’t lose that candle! It is the only way we have of
matching the gift with the person it goes to.

In addition to these gifts, families receive a generous food
box to make their Christmas complete. Thank you so much
for your help in making the holidays brighter for these families.
Pete Melby with GARDEN LOVE has asked that people
please donate bags of leaves they rake from their yard to
the Garden Love Ministry. Just take your leaves to N. Long
Street across the street from the J.L. King Park. You will
see a sign where to place the leaves. Your help with leaves
last year was invaluable and very much appreciated.
LIGHTS OF LOVE

We will once again sponsor the Lights of Love to benefit the
MSU Wesley Foundation. For a donation of $10, you may
purchase a light in honor or in memory of someone special
to you. A card will be mailed to your designee informing
them of your gift. Please look for the blue forms on the
foyer tables or on the chest outside the church office to
place your orders. Thanks!
The Starkville Christmas Parade is scheduled for tomorrow, November 28, at 6 pm. As always, WOBV Channel 5
will film and present the parade live and at other times TBA.

Opportunity to Serve College Students

We are once again ministering to our college students by
hosting Exam Slam December 1-5 at Connection. You
can help by donating a food item, hosting a two-hour time
slot during the event or giving financially to support the
event. For more information, contact Pastor Charlie. 772205-5019 or charlie@first-umc.org.
Starkville First College Ministry

Have questions about how to get involved? Call Pastor
Charlie Harper: 772-205-5019

Sunday School for College students meets every Sunday
morning at 10 am at Connection: 101 W. Lampkin St.

Our College Life Group that meets on Sunday nights will
resume after the first of the year.

Exam Slam: Join us at our Connection building to study
for your exams. Free food, wifi and plenty of coffee are
provided. Dec. 1-5 from 10am-10pm (1pm-10pm on
Sunday Dec. 4) Connection is located at 101 W. Lampkin
St.

Connection: Join us for our Soup & Salad Fellowship
Lunch immediately following worship on Sunday, Dec.
4th at 12 pm.

POINSETTIAS

It’s time to think about ordering poinsettias in honor or
in memory of those people special to you. The cost
this year is $15 per poinsettias. Please look for the
green order form on the foyer tables or on the chest
outside the church office to place your order. We will
take orders through December 2. Thanks for participating.

